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June 9,2009

The Honorable Noreen Evans, Chair
Budget Conference Committee
California Assembly
State Capitol, Room 6A26
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Denise Duch€oy, Vice Chair
Budget Conference Committee
California Senate
State Capitol, Room 5035
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Evans and Senator Ducheny:

The State's budget is a mess. You and your Committee have an impossible task. It's
unimaginable that anyone will come forward offering programs or activities to cut. This
letter may be unique. All of the entities listed below support accepting one of the Legislative
Analyst's recommendations for a cut in the Department of Fish & Game (DFG) budget. You
should cut the $4.8m from the General Fund, or. any other fund, for implementing the
Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA). Here's why.

1. The MLPA is simply too expensive. The budgeted $4.8m is only for stan-up
and it only represents half of the 2009/70 start-up costs. Private special interest funders are
paylng the remaining - more than $8m for southern California alone. But the real costs
come after Marine Protected Areas are adopted when private money is not available and the
Department and future Legislatures are left to fend for themselves.

A 2005 estimate (by nro former directors of Finance) of the eventual full
management cost of the MLPA was $30-60 million annually. A 2006 study estimated a cost
range from $9-43 million annually. The DFG reported last December that the cost to
manage the MLPA in California would be $35-55 million annually. The significant ongoing
cost comes from the need to monitor for adaptive management and enforcement, both
required by law.
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When the legislation was adopted by the Legislature in t999, the ongoing cost was
estimated at $250,000 annually - clearly this program has gotten out of control. Cuning
$4.8m now could save up to $55 million annually.

2. Ttre MI,PA is being implemented in an overly narrow and biased
manner. The Legislature intended that the law be a broadly focused marine conservation
program that would augment other previously existing programs. It was intended that
marine protected areas fold together enhanced protections from water quality
contamination, coastal development, fishing and other impacts on the ocean. The
Legislature recognized that, without a system of coordinated State actions, marine managed
areas "create an illusion of a comprehensive system" of protection and conservation.

None-the-less, the Adminisuation persists in a course that simply prohibits fishing on
top of already extensive fishing regulations throughout California. No studies or reports
indicate that fishing is the primary threat to the marine environment. No estimates have
been prepared regarding how much species or ecosystems will benefit from MPAs. The
public, however, is told that the MLPA will protect the ocean - they imagine and expect
broad based protections.

Actually the MLPA is mostly just threatening hundreds of small businesses, thousands
of jobs, and coastal communities up and down the State. If it was being implemented
comprehensively for long term conservation values, this may be justified - however, it is not.
It will not accomplish the Legislature's intentions.

The California Fisheries Coalition compiled an analysis of the MLPA and related laws
examining the nalrow inappropriate "fishing-only'' focus reflected in its implementation.
We would be pleased to provide you a copy.

3. The MLPA is redundant of other marine consenration programs. With
its single focus on restricting fishing, the MLPA is duplicating efforts of the DFG and the Fish
& Game Commission to regulate fishing and adopt fishery management plans pursuant to
the Marine Life Management Act (MLMA). The goals and purposes of the MLPA and the
MLMA are very similar: manage marine species from an ecosystem basis, stop species-by-
species management.

The major difference, however, is that modifying a marine protected area that is not
working, or is too costly, will be nearly impossible to accomplish. Since there is no money
to monitor or manage these areas, it will be difficult, if not impossible, to know if
modifications would be appropriate.

We think the start-up of the MLPA should be put on hold until State revenues recover
and we have an Administration that will fully implement a comprehensive marine
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conservation program. To continue funding the MLPA, while education, health care, State
parks, and many other one-of-a-kind prograrns are being decimated, should be inexcusable.

Proponents of the MLPA argue that delay will waste money already spent.
Forn-rnately most of that money was not taxpayer money and stopping implementation now
will actually save tens of millions of ta:gayer dollars annually.

The Governor says we need to learn to live within our means, but he reallywants a
map of marine protected areas. We don't think it is possible to make a case that his map is
more important than parks or children's health care. The $35-55 million dollars saved
annually by terminating the MLPA is more than half the funds needed to keep all State park
open and nearly 20o/o of the funds needed to fully fund Healthy Families.

we urge you to adopt the Legislative Analyst's recommendation regarding MLPA
funds and also adopt language that keeps the Administration from playing a shell game by
cutting core fish and gzrme prograrns to get the Govemofs map. Thank you for considering
our views,

Harry Liquornik, President Gerry Richter, President
Commercial Fishermen of Santa Barbara Pt. Conception Ground Fishermen's Assoc.

Bob Bertelli, Chairman
California Sea Urchin Commission

Louie Zimm, President
San Diego Yacht Club Anglers

Milo Vukovich
Sonoma Countv Abalone Nennrork

John Mills, Owner
Captain Kidd's Fish Market

Don Hansen
Dana Wharf Sportfishing

Roy R. Everingham, Jr.
Everingham Brothers Bait Co.

Jim Martin, Regional Director
Recreational Fishing Alliance

Chuck Hope Jr., PE
Hope Engineering

Jay Yokomizo
C-Gull 2 Sport Fishing Inc.

Ed Calahan
Laguna Woods Rod & Gun Club

Jeremiah O'Brien Mike McCorkle, President
Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen's Org. Southern CA Trawlers Association

Kathy Fosmark Mike Stiller
Alliance of Comm. for Sustainable Fisheries Santa Cruz Commercial Fishermen's Assoc.
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Steve Fultz, President
CA Fisheries & Seafood Institute

Leslie Page
Redondo Beach Marina

Ken Jones
United Pier & Shore Anglers of CA

Larry Collins
Crab Boat Owners Association of SF

Roger Thomas
Golden Gate Fishermen's Assoc.

Mack Demachi, Owner
Tradewind Seafood Inc.

Ken Boettcher
Maritime Services

Tom Trumper, Owner
Pacific Rim Seafood

Scott Schiffman, President
LA Rod & Reel Club

Autumn Bremer, Owner
Fon Bragg Marine, Inc.

Peter Bogahn
Ciry of Point Arena

Santino Bernazzani
Monterey Bay Tritons

Brian Ishida
Northern CA Skindivers

Linda G. Mclntyre, Esq., President
CA Assoc. Harbor Masters & Port Captains

Richard Schaffer
Purfield's ProTackle

Hugh Thomas
Port San Luis Comm. Fishermen's Assoc.

Capitan James Nelson
The Fish Icon

Michael Thompson, Vice President
Newport Landing Sportfishing

Mike Ricketts
Monterey Commercial Fishermen's Assoc.

Tom Hart
Fishermen's Assoc. of Moss Landing

Steve lchinokuchi, Owner Dan Parnel, President
Izorline International, Inc. Leisure Sales, Inc.

Jeff Pontius, President Charlie Mulcahy, Owner
Zebco Brands Arco Station, Wilmington

Steve Ingle, owner John Postma & Tom Madigan
Ingle Corporation Lesley, Thomas, Schwarz & Postma

Glenn Bianchi Gamaliel Flores, Owner
Modern Development King Gama Gama Clothing Co.

Michael Fowlkes, Exec. Producer Jon Petry
Fox Sports - Inside Sponfishing Jon Petry Custom Goldsmith
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Peter Dupuy
Ventura Co. Commercial Fishermen's Assoc.

John Bakos
westcoastfishing.com

Shawn Arnold
Fish Taco Chronicles

Chuck Buhagiar
Western Outdoors Publications

Joe Janisch, President
Salmon Restoration Assoc. of Ft Bragg

Ikistin & Matt Potter
Mako Matt's Marine

James Contreras
Surfringer.com

Michael Thompson, Vice President
Davey's Locker Sportfishing

Tom Gillespie
All Aboard Adventures

Bob Juntz
Ocean Fresh Seafood

Jason Rossetto
Trek II Sportfishing

Paul Romanawski
CMAC Construction

David Choate, President
David Choate Construction, Inc.

Martin C. Harding
Pacific Coast Consulting

Eric Dizque
Confluence Watersports

Philip Friedman
976-Tuna's

Dean Plant
Anglers Center, Inc.

Susan Juntz
Spunky Skunk

Jane Tochihara
Park Cypress RV Storage

John Gebers, President
North Coast Fishing Assoc.

Steven Wolfe
Steven Wolfe Lapidary

Jeff Lasiter
Coast Auto Glass

Steve Ross
Bad Dog Sportfishing

Randy Thoerton
Telstar Charters

Jim Pearce
High Desert Embroidery

Bill Bernard
California Outdoor Heritage Alliance

Edward Tschernoscha, Presiden/ CEO
Baja Fish Gear, LLC

Jeff Sporcich
Mike Pettite Presentations

Nathan Clookie
OEX Dive & Kayak


