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Narrative Rationale, Work Group 2 
South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group Process  

September 16, 2009 
 

Designed to meet the intent and spirit of the Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) and garner a 
broad range of cross-interest support, the Group 2 array includes some of the most 
biologically productive, rich and diverse marine habitats in the state.  
 
Among many key habitats captured are lush kelp forests, rugged reef systems, submarine 
canyons, intertidal coastal stretches, surf grass beds, pinniped rookeries, avian roosting sites, 
estuaries and tidal flats.  There are places where boat traffic is incessant, others where it is 
nearly non-existent. There are near-port areas that will no-doubt accommodate vigilant 
enforcement from many sources, and others so remote that compliance will depend, in part, 
on an honorable sense of ñdoing whatôs right.ò  
 
The Group 2 proposal also retains many beloved heritage MPAs.  Many were perhaps 
established ñwithout a clearly defined purposeò (MLPA language), but have evolved to 
provide educational opportunities and the opportunity for the public to observe coastal 
ecosystems that have larger and more abundant organisms than they would if harvest of 
them were allowed. Retained Heritage MPAs also enjoy complementary local support and 
infrastructure, and support for educational and recreational opportunities. 
 
The Group 2 array is also rooted in the notion of cross-interest support, efforts toward which 
were vigorously pursued throughout the step-wise, iterative MLPA process.  As a result, it 
can be supported  by public agencies, coastal water, wastewater and power agencies, 
professional and recreational fishing families, ports and harbors, trade and private NGOs, 
conservation groups, fish processors and markets, restaurateurs, educational organizations, 
ocean oriented businesses and recreational enthusiasts. 
 
Group 2 endeavored to meet design guidelines while balancing them with socio-economic 
impacts, an equilibrium necessary to gaining the local support essential to MPA success.  We 
considered Ecotrustôs spatial analyses of fisheries value, plus modeling analysis from both 
the University of California at Davis and the University of California at Santa Barbaraôs bio-
economic models.  We also undertook exhaustive outreach to coastal-dependent entities to 
understand the socio-economic impacts to public essential services and industries that use 
areas under consideration for MPAôs.  
 
Based on this comprehensive effort, it is our firm conviction that any proposal resulting in 
higher socio-economic impacts than Group 2ôs proposal would result in failed ocean-
dependent businesses, disrupted harbor operations and significant impacts to the century-old 
culture of our coastal communities.    
 
We believe Group 2ôs proposal meets the goals of the Act.  However, given natural 
distributions of some ñkeyò habitats and shortcomings of best readily available data 
(accuracy, completeness), several identified ñkeyò habitat types were unavailable in sufficient 
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amount and within Science Advisory Team-identified benchmark distances.  In some of these 
instances selection of the most proximal ñreplicatesò of these habitats could not be feasibly 
accommodated without enduring unacceptable socio-economic impacts.  In other cases, 
Group 2 members, whose local knowledge includes over 350 years of at-sea experience, 
were able to help bridge or correct those data gaps.   
 
In conclusion, the Group 2 proposal includes key geographies and protects essential, iconic 
habitats necessary to advance goals of the MLPA and provide an efficient and effective MPA 
network in the South Coast Study Area.  Its value is enhanced by the support it has received, 
from not only those who contributed to its design, but from the individuals, businesses and 
agencies upon whose cooperation and sacrifice it depends for success.  Adoption of the 
Group 2 array will provide excellent conservation value, avoid undue, unnecessary socio-
economic harm and ensure protected ocean parks for generations to come.   
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Point Conception/Humqaq SMR 
 

1. Introduction  
 

Designed to be the crown jewel of the California Marine Reserve system, this 
extremely large SMR is uniquely positioned to network with Central Coast reserves, 
Northern Channel Islands reserves and the robust UCSB marine reserve to the south.  
Located at the junction of two major bio-geographic regions and at the convergence of 
major, complex current systems, this high-diversity reserve contains numerous key 
marine habitats and numerous, varied geological substrates.  It also contains scarce 
south-central California bird and marine mammal rookeries, as well as important 
Native American cultural areas, with associated intertidal and submerged 
archeological resources.  There are significant negative socio-economic impacts to 
CPFV, spot prawn and hook-and-line rockfish fisheries and their clients.   
 

2. Essential Facts: Point Conception/Humqaq SMR 
 

a. Type of MPA: State Marine Reserve (SMRðall take prohibited) 

 NOTE: This SMR is not intended to and will not regulate military 
activities.  DFG and U.S. Department of Defense should coordinate 
regulatory language similar to Vandenberg SMR. 
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b. Boundaries: (per DFG feasibility guidelines): 

 Western Boundary: Due west from Point Conception Lighthouse to 
state boundary three miles offshore along latitude 34º 27 Minutes 
North. 

 Eastern Boundary: Due south on the longitude line 120º 24 Minutes 
West extending from mainland to state boundary three miles offshore. 

 Northern Boundary: Mean high tide line between eastern and western 
boundaries.  

 Southern Boundary: Offshore boundary of state waters.   
c. Miles of Coverage: 

  5 miles of shoreline. 

   26 square miles  
d. Habitats/Features (SAT Replication Guidelines): 

 Soft bottom (100-200 meters)  

 Deepwater habitat (>100 meters) 

 Medium-depth habitat (30-100 meters), hard and soft bottom habitat, 
including rocky reefs 

 Shallow-water habitat (<30 meters) 

 Extensive, persistent kelp beds (twice what is required) 

 Historic shipwreck, 

 Rocky and sandy-beach coastlines 

 Archeological resources 

 Windward and leeward shores 

 Oil seeps 

 Surf grass beds 

 Squid spawning area 

 White seabass nursery area 

 Significant aggregation area for leopard, soupfin and white sharks 

 One of a limited number of upwelling zones in southern regionðhigh 
trophic interaction due to upwelling    

 Fed by pristine watershed 
 

3. Site Rationale 
 

a. Backbone MPA site 
b. Plays important role in larval connectivity and ecological function of 

statewide and regional MPA networks 
c. High conservation value; protects broad range of marine and cultural 

resources 
d. Meets broad range of MLPA goals and objectives 
e. Achieves balance between conservation and limiting socio-economic 

impacts 

 NOTE: Due to its rich habitat and biodiversity, combined with its 

lengthy distance from population densities of Southern California, this 
area has a substantial conservation benefit.  However, its local socio-



 8 

economic impact to marine users is considerable, especially for lobster 
fishermen, CPFV operators and their clients, urchin divers, spot prawn 
trappers, hook-and-line nearshore fishermen and pelagic wetfish purse 
seine fishermen.   Lightly populated onshore; pristine watersheds, 
significant distance from nearest harbor.  Excellent location for marine 
research 

f. Small-boat recreational access from Gaviota Pier 
g. Good area for eco-tourism 
h. Cross interest supportðThis geography or a similar geography exists in all 

three proposals under RSG consideration, This MPA design resulted from 
extensive cross-interest negotiations.  Consensus on this geography and a 
ñpairedò geography at Coal Oil Point (UCSB) is predicated on the 
assumption that there will be no other open-ocean coastal reserves up-coast 
of the Point Dume area. 

 
4.     Compliance with SAT Guidelines  

 
a. Meets SAT size guidelines 
b. Meets  SAT guidelines to capture replicates for the following key habitats: 

 Beaches 

 Rocky intertidal  

 Hard bottom 30-100 meters   

 Rocky shallow reef 0-30 meter hard bottom proxy 

 Persistent kelp  

 Shallow soft bottom 0-30 meters 

 Soft bottom 30-100 meters  

 Soft bottom 100-200 meters  

 Total soft bottom habitat 

 Surf grass 
c. Does not meet SAT habitat replication guidelines for: 

 Soft bottom 200-3,000 meters Insufficient depth in this region of state 
waters to meet this guideline.  Closest coastal habitat for this replicate 
is 75 mile miles down-coast at Hueneme Canyon.   

 Hard bottom 100-3,000 meters Marinemap habitat data under 
represents this bottom type in this depth range for this array.  Ecotrust 
commercial spot prawn trap data, as indicated on Marinemap, 
however, is a direct proxy for this habitat, and as such demonstrates 
compliance with SAT guidelines.   

 
5. Other Regulated Activities 

a. This SMR is not intended to and will not regulate military activities. DFG and 
U.S. Department of Defense should coordinate regulatory language similar 
to Vandenberg SMR. 

b. The incidental take of fouling organisms associated with the normal cleaning 
and maintenance of mooring facilities or within this area is intended to be 
allowed. 
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Campus Point/Helo SMR 
 

1. Introduction  
 

This dynamic area located adjacent to the UCSB Marine Science Institute contains a 
wealth of key marine habitats, from one of the most persistent kelp beds to the second 
largest marine oil seep in the world.  Having served as an intensive research site 
for UCSB, its large reef structures provide an excellent analog for comparative 
study of the non-reserve area at Naples Reef.  Adjacent to a large student 

population, this SMR contains numerous access points for recreational activities 
including kayaking, surfing, bird watching, snorkeling and diving.  In addition, beach 
access sites adjacent to this reserve provide opportunities for consumptive uses.  
 
The product of cross-interest support, this backbone reserve is designed to network 
with the up-coast Point Conception/Humqaq reserve and the down-coast Point Dume 
reserve.  
 
Socio-economic impacts of this reserve are significant, though it captures several key 
habitats.  Backbone reserves like this, combined with existing reserves at the northern 
Channel Islands, represent the limit of acceptable concessions regional consumptive 
interests can ñlive with.ò   
 

 
2. Essential Facts: Campus Point SMR 
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a. Type of MPA: State Marine Reserve (SMRðall take prohibited) 
b. Boundaries (per DFG feasibility guidelines): 

 Western Boundary: 119º 53.6ò West  

 Eastern Boundary:  119º 50.7ò West (running due south from Campus 
Point) 

 Northern Boundary: Mean high tide line between eastern and western 
boundaries. 

 Southern Boundary: Offshore boundary of state waters. 
c. Miles of Coverage: 

 3.1 miles of shoreline. 

  10.1 square miles  
d. Habitats/Features (SAT Replication Guidelines): 

 Oil seeps and asphaltum structure 

 Shoreline soft bottom 

 Soft bottom (100-200 meters)  

 Deepwater habitat (>100 meters)  

 Medium-depth habitat (30-100 meters), hard and soft bottom habitat, 
including rocky reefs 

 Shallow-water habitat (<30 meters) 

 Contains replicate for soft 30 meter proxy 

 Extensive, persistent kelp beds 

 Estuarine outflows 

 Home to significant harbor seal and sea lion populations 

 Migratory route of California Gray Whale 

 Migratory route for steelhead through Goleta Slough to San Jose Creek 

 Rock and sandy-beach coastlines 

 Offshore rocky pinnacle 

 Archeological resources 

 Windward and leeward shores 

 Surf grass beds 

 Pismo clam bed 

 Adjacent to snowy plover nesting site 

 Connectivity to Coal Oil Point Slough 

 Micro-current convergence zone (localized upwelling) 

 White seabass nursery area (per Dr. Larry Allen) 
 

3. Site Rationale 
 

a. Backbone MPA site 
b. Plays important role in larval connectivity and ecological function of 

statewide and regional MPA networks 
c. High conservation value; protects broad range of marine and cultural 

resources 
d. Meets broad range of MLPA goals and objectives 
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e. Achieves balance between conservation and socio-economic impacts 

 NOTE: This high-value reserve, with significant conservation benefits 

and enhanced research opportunities comes with a high socio-
economic cost.   Adversely affected are commercial lobster fishermen, 
urchin fishermen, CPFV operators and their clients, private-vessel 
fishermen, crab fishermen, kelp harvesters and consumptive 
recreational divers.   

f. Small-boat recreational access from Goleta Pier and Santa Barbara Harbor  
g. Good area for eco-tourism 
h. Cross interest supportðThis geography or a similar geography exists in all 

three proposals under RSG consideration, This MPA design resulted from 
extensive cross-interest negotiations.  Consensus on this geography and a 
ñpairedò geography at Point Conception is predicated on the assumption that 
there will be no other open-ocean coastal reserves up-coast of the Point 
Dume area. 

 
4. Compliance with SAT Guidelines  

a. Meets SAT size guidelines 
b. Meets  SAT guidelines to capture replicates for the following key habitats:  

 Beaches 

 Rocky intertidal  

 Rocky shallow reef 0-30 meters hard bottom proxy 

 Persistent kelp  

 Shallow soft bottom 0-30 meter  

 Soft bottom 30-100 meter  

 Soft bottom 100-200 meter  

 Total soft bottom habitat 

 Surf grass 
c. Misses SAT thresholds to capture the following: 

 Spacing The distance from this SMR to the up-coast Point Conception 
SMR is 33.6 miles, compliant with SAT guidelines.  The distance from 
this reserve to the down-coat Point Dume reserve is 64.5 miles, non-
compliant with SAT spacing guidelines by only 2.5 miles.   This 
relatively minor shortfall presents no appreciable impact to the reserve 
network.  Placing a meaningful reserve with significant conservation 
values between Campus Point and Point Dume, however, would create 
untenable adverse socio-economic hardships.   

 Hard bottom 30-100 meter This habitat exists in amounts exceeding 
those represented by Marinemap data and best readily available 
science.  Personal communication and at-sea sampling of ocean 
habitat in the Campus Point SMR area by fishermen (logged anecdotal 
data) have thoroughly mapped and defined its bottom substrate.  
These empirical observations and accumulated knowledge indicate that 
the proposed Campus Point SMR meets SAT guidelines for this bottom 
type, and Marinemap data falls short of thoroughly documenting these 
features.   
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 Soft bottom 200-3,000 meters Insufficient depth in this region of state 
waters to meet this guideline; closest coastal habitat for this replicate is 
42 mile miles down-coast at Hueneme Canyon.  

 Hard bottom 100-3,000 meter Marinemap habitat data under 
represents this bottom type in this depth range for this array.  Ecotrust 
commercial spot prawn trap data, as indicated on Marinemap, 
however, is a direct proxy for this habitat, and as such demonstrates 
compliance with SAT guidelines.   

 
5. Other Regulated or Allowed Activities: 

 
a. Incidental take related to the normal maintenance and cleaning of marine 

fouling organisms from, or normal operation of any included existing 
hydrocarbon mining infrastructure as currently placed (2009). 
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Proposal and Rationale for Changing Goleta Slough State Marine Park to 
Goleta Slough State Marine Reserve 

 
 

Description of existing Goleta State Marine Park:  
 

Located at the terminus of the Goleta Valley watershed, the boundaries of the Goleta 
Slough SMP are the extent of estuary waters that lie within state waters.  The inland 
boundaries are where the mean high tide line borders the following landmarks:  The 
Atascadero Creek Rock Groin, the south end of the San Jose Creek Cement Flood 
Control Channel, the La Patera Creek/Fairview Avenue Bridge, and the Glen Annie 
Creek/Hollister Avenue Bridge.  This SMR does not extend into the ocean beyond the 
intertidal zone.   

 
Rationale for Change from State Marine Park to State Marine Reserve: 
 

Per direction of the MLPA to review and then remove, retain or modify existing Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs), it is recommended that the Goleta Slough State Marine Park 
be changed to Goleta Slough State Marine Reserve.  The change from SMP to SMR 
will provide a more appropriate designation, given the desired level of protection.  

 
The proposed Goleta Slough SMR is home to a persistent run of endangered 
steelhead trout, primarily up San Jose Creek.  Its brackish, intertidal zone teems with a 
diverse assemblage of mollusks, crabs, grunion, tidewater gobies, and sticklebacks.  
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Non-native mullet are observed along with major seabird feeding and nesting areas.  
An effort to remove and replace non-native plants along its banks is ongoing.   

 
There is an intent to allow activities as required under other law, wetland restoration 
activities, maintenance of adequate water circulation, required maintenance of existing 
infrastructure including bridges and pipelines, express intention for support of the 
issuance of permits as required to allow limited collecting for the purposes of 
education and research, express intent for the issuance of permits required to conduct 
small scale experimental manipulation for the purpose of scientific research, express 
intent not to increase the level of risk of liability otherwise inherent to the operation of 
the encircled Santa Barbara Airport facility or Goleta Sanitary District POTW.  
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Mugu Lagoon 
Proposed: State Marine Recreational Management Area 

 
Recommendation for Designation Rescinded by Group 2  

(see item 4)  
 

1. Introduction 

 
The Mugu Lagoon is a known harbor seal rookery and haulout area, replicates of 
which are infrequent along the mainland coast.   One of a limited number of estuarine 
habitats in the study area,the Lagoon serves as a nursery area for fish taken by 
recreational and commercial interests.  Unmapped eelgrass beds occur here.  The 
Lagoon also supports high seabird diversity and is a recognized ñstopoverò and rest 
site for migratory waterfowl.  A SMRMA designation for Mugu Lagoon would provide a 
mechanism to promote inter-governmental monitoring and remediation efforts to 
restore this habitat, currently considered a contaminated site.   

 
2. Level of Protection 

 

No take allowed, except for waterfowl hunting under DFG regulation 
 
3. Boundary Description: 

 
Includes whole estuary, as indicated in Marinemap.  

 Western Boundary: To be described at discretion of DFG, to match 
Marinemap shape to the greatest extent practicable 

 Eastern Boundary: To be described at discretion of DFG, to match 
Marinemap shape to the greatest extent practicable 

 Northern Boundary: Highway 1 bridge.   

 Southern Boundary: Southern terminus of Inland State Waters, as 
defined in Title 14  

 
4. The Department of Defense does not formally oppose, but highly recommends 

avoiding designation of the Mugu Lagoon as a MPA for the following reasons: 

o Mugu Lagoon is already closed to fishing and will continue to remain closed for the 
long-term.  

o The closure is necessary because sediment in the lagoon is contaminated with 
pesticides and herbicides, including DDT from upstream. 

o Multiple agencies are party to the closure under the CERCLA Action Memorandum 
Agreement dated 1997. 

o An MPA would not add to this protection of the Mugu Lagoon.  Management of this 
area would be best attained under the current group of agencies. 
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Point Dume SMCA 
 

1. Introduction  
 

This high-level protection SMCA is a pivotal geography within the regionôs MPA 
network.  It is positioned to capture and protect a majority of key habitats defined by 
the Science Advisory Team (SAT).  The Point Dume area is a backbone MPA element 
in all cross-interest RSG proposals.  As a major headland with a deep submarine 
canyon component, the biodiversity of this MPA is top-tier with high conservation 
potential.  The shape defined here represents some of the most difficult trade-offs 
among user groups in the study region.   
 

2. Essential Facts: Point Dume SMCA 
 

a. Type of MPA: State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA) 

  
b. Boundaries: (per DFG feasibility guidelines): 

 Western Boundary: Due south from a point east of El Pescador State 
Beach parking lot on the longitude line 118º 53.5 Minutes West 
extending from mainland to state boundary three miles offshore. 

  Eastern Boundary: Due south on the longitude line 118º 48.6 minutes 
West.  This north/south delineation commences at the eastern most 
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permanent brick restroom on the beach and extends three nautical 
miles offshore from the mean high tide line. 

 Northern Boundary: Mean high tide line between eastern and western 
boundaries.  

 Southern Boundary: Offshore boundary of state waters.   
c. Miles of Coverage: 

 5.5 miles of shoreline. 

  20 square miles  
d. Habitats/Features (SAT Replication Guidelines): 

 Deep canyon soft and hard bottom habitat ( >100 meters)  

 Medium-depth habitat (30-100 meters), including a large area of soft 
bottom with small sections of rocky reef in the canyon 

 Large area of sandy beach and soft shallow-water habitat (<30 meters) 

 Extensive, persistent kelp beds 

 Rocky inter-tidal, and rocky reef habitat 

 Surf grass beds 

 One of a limited number of canyon upwelling zones in southern region    
e. Generally allowed takes for Point Dume SMCA: 

 Pelagic finfish  Spearfishing  recreational  

 Pacific bonito  Spearfishing  recreational  

 Pacific bonito  Pelagic seine  commercial  

 White seabass  Spearfishing  recreational  

 Coastal pelagic finfish  Pelagic seine  commercial  

 Coastal pelagic finfish  Dip net   commercial  

 Coastal pelagic finfish  Dip net   recreational  

 Jumbo squid  Hook and line  recreational  

 Jumbo squid  Hook and line  commercial  

 Market squid  Pelagic seine  commercial  

 Market squid  Dip net   recreational  

 Market squid  Dip net   commercial  

 Swordfish  Harpoon  commercial 
 

3. Site Rationale 
 

a. Backbone MPA site 
b. Plays important role in larval connectivity and ecological function of 

statewide and regional MPA networks 
c. High conservation value; protects broad range of marine resources 
d. Submarine canyon region is a significant aggregation area for pelagics such 

as white seabass, swordfish, thresher shark, squid, striped marlin and white 
sharks 

e. Meets broad range of MLPA goals and objectives (see Marine Map) 
f. Achieves MLPA conservation requirements while limiting, to the extent 

possible, negative socio-economic impacts to commercial and recreational 
consumptive interests.   
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 NOTE: With canyon upwelling near soft bottom habitat continuing into 

rocky reef with kelp beds, this area features substantial conservation 
benefit.  However, negative socio-economic impact to marine users is 
considerable, especially lobster fishermen, CPFV operators out of 
Channel Island Harbor and their clients, urchin divers, and hook-and-
line halibut fishermen.  Plentiful public parking also makes this a 
valuable place for shore-based divers and anglers. Therefore leaving 
an open (non-MPA) area on the east end of the beach for consumptive 
beach access is important.  The MPA, meanwhile, allows pelagic 
wetfish purse seine fishermen to continue harvesting due to the high 
LOP assigned that activity and the impact removing that access would 
have. 

g. Over 2,000 parking spaces provide access from Zuma Beach 
h. Cross interest supportðA geography at Point Dume exists in the other two 

proposals under RSG consideration.  This MPA design resulted from 
negotiations among several user groups.  Due to safety issues--protection 
from wind and weather for small boaters, kayakers, and divers--plus access 
from Marina del Rey and the CPFV landing on the Malibu Pier, the west side 
of Point Dume was chosen for placement of this MPA.  The maximum gap 
for many habitats exits between this MPA and the Coal Oil Point MPA. 

 NOTE: Suitable, sufficient habitat replicates do not exist in close 

enough proximity to this MPA to warrant creating another to shorten 
this gap. 

 
4. Compliance with SAT Guidelines  

 

a. Meets SAT size guidelines 
b. Meets  SAT guidelines to capture replicates for the following key habitats: 

 Beaches 

 Rocky intertidal  

 Rocky shallow reef 0-30 meter hard bottom proxy 

 Hard bottom 100-3,000 meters   

 Persistent kelp and Maximum kelp 

 Shallow soft bottom 0-30 meters soft bottom proxy 

 Soft bottom 30-100 meters  

 Soft bottom 100-200 meters 

 Soft bottom 200-3,000 meters  

 Total soft bottom habitat 

 Surf grass 
c. Does not meet SAT habitat replication guidelines for: 

 Hard bottom 30-100 meters: Marinemap does not indicate sufficient 
rock habitat at this depth to meet this guideline.  Closest coastal habitat 
for this replicate is 30 miles down-coast at Rocky Point in the South 
Mainland sub-bioregion.  DEFICIANCY OF THAT HABITAT 
EVERYWHERE;  However, local knowledge does suggest the 
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existence of sufficient amounts of that habitat within the proposal at the 
head of Pt. Dume sub-marine canyon. 

d. Water Quality 

 Large area of Mugu Lagoon to Latigo Point is designated Area of 
Special Biological Significance.   
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Point Vicente SMR, Abalone Cove SMCA cluster 
 

1. Introduction  
 

Located at the only true headland (Palos Verdes Peninsula--ref. SAT definition) within 
the Southern Biogeographical Region (ref. Draft Master Plan) and the South Coast 
Study region, this Point Vincente SMR/Abalone Cove SMCA cluster captures all but 3 
key habitats across a broad range of depths. It provides a high level of protection, at 
larger than preferred size (19.85 sq. statute miles) and solves the complex puzzle of 
accomplishing all of this within the most highly populated coastal county in all of 
California, while being mindful of the likelihood of extreme negative socioeconomic 
impacts to the surrounding ports, communities and coastal dependent entities. 
 

2. Essential Facts: Point Vicente SMR, Abalone Cove SMCA cluster 
 

a. Type of MPA: State Marine Reserve (SMRðall take prohibited) 

 Note:. Intent to permit monitoring and sampling activities required 

under other regulatory authority. 
b. Boundaries: (Pt. Vicente SMR): 

 West Boundary: Latitude line is 33º 44.6 Minutes North 

 East Boundary: 118º 23.8 W Minutes West 
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 North Boundary: Mean High Tide line between east and west 
boundaries 

 South Boundary: State water line between e3ast and west boundaries.   
c. Boundaries: (Abalone Cove SMCA): 

 West Boundary: Longitude line is 118º 23.8 Minutes West (Long Point)  

 East Boundary: Longitude line is 118º 22.5 Minutes West (Portuguese 
Point) 

 North Boundary: Mean High Tide line between east and west 
boundaries 

 South Boundary: State water line between east and west boundaries 
d. Combined Miles of Coverage at a high level of protection (SAT): 

  3.22 miles of shoreline. 

  19.85 square miles  
e. Habitats/Features (SAT Replication Guidelines): 

 Soft 100 - 200m 1.61 sq miles 

 Soft 200 - 3000m 14.56 sq miles 

 Surfgrass 2.53 miles 

 Soft 30 - 100m 2.25 sq miles 

 Soft All Depths 19.33 sq miles 

 Hard 30 - 100m 0.03 sq miles 

 Hard 100 - 3000m 0.03 sq miles 

 Hard 30m Proxy 1.28 miles 

 Kelp Persistence 0.21 miles 

 Soft 30m Proxy 1.57 miles 

 Rocky Shores 1.08 miles 

 Beaches 2.14 miles 
f. Generally allowed takes for Abalone Cove SMCA portion: 

 Pelagic finfish  Spearfishing  recreational  

 Pacific bonito  Spearfishing  recreational  

 Pacific bonito  Pelagic seine  commercial  

 White seabass  Spearfishing  recreational  

 Coastal pelagic finfish  Pelagic seine  commercial  

 Coastal pelagic finfish  Dip net   commercial  

 Coastal pelagic finfish  Dip net   recreational  

 Jumbo squid  Hook and line  recreational  

 Jumbo squid  Hook and line  commercial  

 Market squid  Pelagic seine  commercial  

 Market squid  Dip net   recreational  

 Market squid  Dip net   commercial  

 Swordfish  Harpoon  commercial 
 

2. Site Rationale 
 

a. Backbone MPA site 
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b. Plays important role in larval connectivity and ecological function of 
statewide and regional MPA networks 

c. High conservation value; protects broad range of marine resources 
d. Meets broad range of MLPA goals and objectives 
e. Reduced carbon footprint: Leaves accessible much of North Palos Verdes 

Peninsula to all traditional usages, including fishing. The bulk of comparable 
alternative fishing areas are more than twice as far from the local harbors 
that depend on this access. Although it is conceivable that overall fishing 
effort would be reduced instead, this is not the intended purpose of the Act. 

f. From Pt. Vicente going south-east is a unique geographical region on the 
Palos Verdes peninsula that contains the highest water salinities and lowest 
water temperatures.  Strong seasonal upwelling events occur in the late 
winter through the spring. Upwelling events lead to surface waters that are 
very close to 100% saturated with oxygen in the late spring this pattern 
continues through the late summer.  Abundant phytoplankton blooms 
energize the food chain and provide the substrate for MPA biomass 
success. 

g. Including Old Marine Land (long point) in the SMCA allows for the 
development of eco-tourism as this area.  Long Point with its newly 
developed costal access can become a primer dive and kayak destination.  
Local community dive clubs that are primarily non consumptive, access this 
dive site on a regular basis already (in fact it has been nicknamed the 
Sunday morning service dive by the Dive Vets Scuba Club which dive this 
site every Sunday morning at 7AM) 

h. There is ongoing mitigation work in this area aimed at restoring kelp habitat. 
Thus kelp habitat abundance is likely to increase. This MPA may benefit 
from improved habitat quality within it as this project continues and matures. 

i. The persistently colder waters of south central PV supports MPA placement 
as this area may become one of special biological significance in 
generations to come due to climate change and ocean warming. 

j. The south exposure and weather lee from Catalina Island offer unique 
protection for the vast majority of this MPA cluster. The unique geographical 
region is thus protected from the strong winter swell and storm patterns that 
dramatically reduce kelp forest growth in the northerly exposed areas of PV 
above Pt Vicente. 

k. This Area of the Palos Verdes Peninsula is less exposed to the 
sedimentation and water quality issues that plague the Santa Monica Bay 
(including toxic red tidal blooms the result of organic loading from urban 
runoff which dramatically reduce light penetration for deep kelp growth and 
kill off large breading reef fish.  Heavy metal urban runoff i.e. copper from 
brake pads also directly interferes with fish reproduction). These factors 
have been linked to the drastic 45% reduction in kelp over the last century 
within the Santa Monica bay. 

l. Cross interest outreach with the Los Angeles County Sanitation District in 
allowing adequate distance from the Whites Point outfall. 
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m. Meets SAT recommendations for avoiding areas identified as problematic 
due to the Portuguese bend landslide and the EPA superfund site. 

n. Human health risks are avoided by limiting consumption of demersal 
species identified to contain residual chemicals in this area. Conversely, 
placing any MPA in the area between Redondo and Point Vicente would 
displace a significant number of fishermen and concentrate fishing in 
remaining open areas where fish may contain unhealthy levels of residual 
chemicals (e.g White Point area). 

o. Rocky inter-tidal and shallow rock habitats and caves provide shelter for 
many species. The area is also likely to contain unique hydrothermal vents 
and hydrocarbon seep habitats within it. 

p. San Pedroôs traditional [small-vessel] seine fleet and its associated markets 
depend on the Abalone Cove area extensively, therefore this high LOP 
activity will continue to be allowed there. 

q. Enjoys cross interest support with the City of Redondo Beach and 
adherence to National Standard # 8  of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act with respect to the consideration of 
negative socio-economic impacts of regulation on local communities. 

 
3. Compliance with SAT Guidelines  (Re: Goals 1,2,6) 

 

a. Meets SAT size guidelines at the ñpreferredò size level 
b. Meets  SAT guidelines to capture replicates for the following key habitats: 

 Soft 200-3000m 

 Surfgrass 

 Soft 30-100m 

 Soft All Depths 

 Hard 30m Proxy 

 Soft 30m Proxy 

 Rocky Shores 

 Beaches 

 Maximum Kelp 
 

c. Does not meet SAT habitat replication guidelines for: 

 Hard 30-100m (Replicates of this habitat type are rare in our data. 
Although there is one of very few nearby, capturing it within a feasibly 
enforceable MPA showed to cause untenable negative socio-economic 
impacts for the local community) 

 Hard bottom 100-3,000 meters (Replicates of this habitat type are 
extremely rare within in our data. Although there is one of very few 
nearby, capturing it within a feasibly enforceable MPA proved to 
include areas of seafloor sediment that are the most contaminated in 
the world) 

 Persistent Kelp Proxy (SAT guidance threshold met for kelp habitat 
under the Maximum Kelp parameter) 
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4. Additional values: 
 

a. The Point Vicente Interpretive Center and museum is a famous spot for 
observing migrating whales from shore looking south, due in part to its high 
elevation. This area has all the right conditions to attract large whale 
species: steep, deep drop-off coupled with robust upwelling. 

b. Additionally, there is interpretive signage the California Coastal National 
Monument has placed on an east facing overlook at the Center, describing 
the ecological importance of the exposed offshore rocks there, which are 
under federal jurisdiction above mean high tide. 
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Bolsa Chica SMCA 
 

1. Introduction  
 

This recently restored wetland offers limited recreational fishing opportunities while 
protecting nursery habitats for several fish species such as halibut, and sand bass. 
Monitoring programs are in place due to restoration activities that recently concluded. 
Although currently designated as a State Marine Park, there is pre-existing wetlands 
management under California Department of Fish and Game authority as the Bolsa 
Chica Ecological Reserve. The Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve is a nature reserve in 
the city of Huntington Beach, California. It is designated by the California Department 
of Fish and Game to protect a coastal wetland, with its resident threatened and 
endangered species. "Bolsa Chica" means "little pocket" in Spanish, as the area was 
part of a historic Mexican land grant named Rancho La Bolsa Chica (Bolsa Chica 
wiki). As with much of what little remains of Californiaôs native wetland habitats, this 
area was spared early development pressures by virtue of recreational water fowlers 
having defended it. This area was owned and staunchly defended from encroaching oil 
development by the Bolsa Chica Gun Club from 1899 to 1960. It was then acquired by 
Signal Landmark, with an eye for developing housing in this area. The League of 
Women Voters then played a critical role in advocating its preservation. In 1976 the 
NGO Amigos de Bolsa Chica was formed by constituents of the League of Women 
Voters, with a goal of preserving this wetland area for its intrinsic value. New progress 
was recently made through the construction and opening of a $100 million bridge 
overpass to allow an inlet from the Pacific Ocean to be built and opened to the 
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wetlands, allowing for the first time in over 100 years, the ocean waters to enter the 
wetlands located on the east side of Pacific Coast Highway. With the hopes of 
refreshing and restoring an integral and significant habitat key to this Pacific flyway 
stopover for endangered birds, the experiment was financed by the ports of Los 
Angeles and Long Beach, in trade for expansion and acquisition of additional coastal 
land for port use (Huntington Beach website). 

 
2. Essential Facts: Bolsa Chica SMCA 
 

a. Type of MPA: State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA) 
 

b. Boundaries: (per DFG feasibility guidelines): 

 Waters below mean high tide line within the Bolsa Chica Ecological 
Reserve. The intent is for this MPA to cover the entire Bolsa Chica 
estuary (though this was not initially possible in MarineMap)   

 
c. Miles of Coverage: 

  .72 square miles  
d. Generally allowed takes 

 Shore fishing (any target)    Hook and line    recreational 
 
e. Habitats/Features (SAT habiats): 

 Hardened Shores 0.85 miles 

 Estuary 0.72 sq miles 
 

3. Site Rationale 
 

a. Continues and enhances current protection of estuarine habitats already 
largely under protection as the Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve. 

b. Changes designation of and primary responsibility for this area from State 
Park authority to the Department of Fish and Game where it is more 
appropriate. 

c. This site has at least three patron non-governmental organizations. One is 
the The Bolsa Chica Conservancy, a non-profit, non-political organization 
whose mission is to advocate the restoration and preservation of the Bolsa 
Chica Wetlands through public outreach, participation, education and 
leadership. It is self described as a coalition of responsible community 
leaders from science, business, education, and government (BCC). Others 
include Amigos de Bolsa Chica and the Bolsa Chica Land Trust. 

d. This area offers some limited recreational shore fishing opportunity in 
designated areas, which would continue. 

e. It addresses the following goals of the Marine Life Protection Act:: 

 Goal 2 
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To help sustain, conserve, and protect marine life populations, including 
those of economic value, and rebuild those that are depleted.  

o Objective 4 

Protect selected species and the habitats on which they depend while 
allowing: some commercial and/or recreational harvest of migratory, 
highly mobile, or other species; and other activities. 

 Goal 3 

To improve recreational, educational, and study opportunities provided by 
marine ecosystems that are subject to minimal human disturbances, and to 
manage these uses in a manner consistent with protecting biodiversity.  

o Objective 2 

Provide opportunities for scientifically valid studies, including studies 
on MPA effectiveness and other research that benefits from areas 
with minimal or restricted human disturbance. 

o Objective 3 

Provide opportunities for collaborative scientific monitoring and 
research projects that evaluate MPAs that promote adaptive 
management and link with fisheries management, seabird and 
mammals information needs, classroom science curricula, 
cooperative fisheries research and volunteer efforts, and identifies 
participants. 

 Goal 4 

To protect marine natural heritage, including protection of representative 
and unique marine life habitats in south coast California waters, for their 
intrinsic value.  

o Objective 1 

Include within MPAs key and unique habitats identified by the MLPA 
Master Plan Science Advisory Team for this study region. 

 Goal 5 

To ensure that south coast Californiaôs MPAs have clearly defined 
objectives, effective management measures, and adequate enforcement, 
and are based on sound scientific guidelines.  



 28 

o Objective 1 

Minimize negative socio-economic impacts and optimize positive 
socio-economic impacts for all users including coastal dependent 
entities, communities and interests, to the extent possible, and if 
consistent with the Marine Life Protection Act and its goals and 
guidelines. 

o Objective 3 

Effectively use scientific guidelines in the California Marine Life 
Protection Act Master Plan for Marine Protected Areas. 

o Objective 4 

Ensure public understanding of, compliance with, and stakeholder 
support for MPA boundaries and regulations. 

o Objective 5 

Include simple, clear, and focused site-specific objectives/rationales 
for each MPA and ensure that site-level rationales for each MPA are 
linked to one or more regional objectives. 

 
4. Compliance with SAT Guidelines  

a. Confers protection of estuarine habitat in the South Coastal Bioregion of the 
Southern California Biogeographic region. 

 
5. Other Regulated Activities 

a. Boating, swimming, wading, and diving are prohibited. Entry times and 
accessible areas are controlled by the managing entity. Limited 
management activities are consistent with current regulations. Extractive 
activities are limited to designated areas around outer Bolsa Bay. 

b. This estuary has undergone extensive and continuing remediation. These 
activities should be allowed to continue with appropriate permitting. 
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Upper Newport Bay SMCA 

 
1. Introduction  
 

This wetland currently under restoration/dredging activities offers limited recreational 
fishing opportunities while protecting nursery habitats for several fish species such as 
halibut, and sand bass. Monitoring programs are in place due to restoration activities 
that are ongoing. It supports a variety of resident and transient wildlife, some species 
of which have been identified as in need of special protections. It is the site of the 
Upper Newport Bay Ecological Reserve and is supported by a patron organization of 
volunteers. The Newport Bay Naturalists and Friends (NBNF) is an organization 
composed of more than 2,000 members dedicated to protecting and restoring Upper 
Newport Bay's native habitat. Upper Newport Bay is one of the largest remaining 
saltwater marshes in Southern California. It is a major stopping place along the Pacific 
flyway and hosts as many as 30,000 birds of 200 species. In 1992, more than 70 
percent of the nation's remaining light-footed clapper rail population occurred and bred 
in this estuary. 
 

2. Essential Facts: Upper Newport Bay SMCA 

a. Estuarine habitat replicate within the South Coastal Bioregion  
b. Generally allowed takes 

 Shore fishing  Hook and line recreational  

 Finfish  Hook and line  recreational 
c. Boundaries: 
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 Seaward boundary extends to the Pacific Coast Highway. The inland 
boundary extends to Jamboree Road. 

 
2. Site Rationale 

a. Has strong local support 
b. Provides protection from fishing impacts, most notably those that alter 

habitat, such as the harvest of invertebrate species. 
c. Provides continued limited recreational fishing opportunity, for example local 

fishing clubs sponsor kids fishing events here. 
d. Provides a focus for continued conservation efforts, education and outreach. 
e. Has evolved supporting infrastructure and an interpretive center. 
f. This wetland currently under restoration/dredging activities offers limited 

recreational fishing opportunities while protecting nursery habitats for 
several fish species such as halibut, and sand bass. Monitoring programs 
are in place due to restoration activities that are ongoing. 

 
 

3. Compliance with SAT Guidelines  
a. Offers protection to 1.284 sqmi of estuarine habitat, meeting guideline 

thresholds for this habitat type. 
 
4. Design Considerations 

a. This wetland currently under restoration/dredging activities and as such it is 
the express intent of the proposers that such activity be permitted to 
continue as allowed under other regulatory authority. 

b. Limited low impact take as allowed under DFG permitting for educational 
and research activities to be supported.  

c. Attempted to include the marsh area on the south end of Shellmaker Island 
and all water inland from that point, excluding the area that goes under 
Jamboree road. The area intends to protect the south end of Shellmaker 
Island to North Star Beach at (33 degrees 37.380 minutes) 

d. Due to the comments made in State Parks guidance document, this area 
designation has been changed to an SMCA. Local resources manage and 
enforce regulations in this MPA area. 

e. Restrictions exist regarding: swimming areas, boat speed, shoreline access 
and access fees. These are intended to continue. 

f. Intended to allow routine maintenance, dredging, monitoring, research and 
education, and habitat restoration to continue. 
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Laguna North SMCA 
 

1. Introduction  
 
This is strictly a goal 3 MPA emphasizing inter-tidal/tide pool protection with monitoring 
and enforcement provided by local agencies and government officials. Please see 
www.ocmarineprotection.org for information about the goals of Orange County inter-tidal 
protection areas. Intent is to have an SMCA that covers the State lands commission lease 
and accommodate Parks services request to move beyond 1000feet offshore, as advised 
by DFG. Protects intertidal species. Take of species generally not associated with tide 
pool areas is to be permitted while providing tide pool specie protection. 
 

 
2. Essential Facts: Laguna North SMCA 
 

a. Type of MPA: State Marine Conservation Area 
 
b. Boundaries: (per DFG feasibility guidelines): 

 Approximates state parks land lease boundary along depth contour to 
simplify regulations. Straight lines connecting the following points 

 North shoreline coord: 33.35.417 ; 117.52.229 


